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Edited by Pau.l Screeton, 5 Egton l>rive, -�eaton Carew, Hartlepool, 
Cleveland, ·rs 25 2Nr. Subscriptions: One year £1-50; 

U.S. Seven dollars. 
Il�' YOUR SlJBSC11IPriON IS DUE A TICK ·Nr.:: ��� AP 1EAR O.::J il,I-t:; LINE BELOV7 

LEAD-IN: Briefly, a nwnber of persons who 
resubscribed have had to miss issue 66. I work on a narr·ow margin of copies 
and prompt resubscription is essential. Also I have a large nwnber of articles 
in hand so wou.ld contributors please be patment. Also I thank those subscriber(�) 
who have not only renewed subs, but added extra. Inflation has seriously hit 

the magazine and we now have hig,her P.O. charges. I take this op}Jortunity to 
apolo5ise for beiit1C behind in answering letters but have gooO. reason - - BTI1'rH: 
'.ro Paul and Pa1.tline Screeton, a son, Phillip Ian, o::l August 23. And a quick 
reque:st: apart from a cartoon, did anyone note in P.. �IVA1rE EYE a reference to 
my booh "QUICI�ILVBil 1I8�.i.I'j�CJ.E" "? or a mention on any 1IT broadaas t?. ]1or the next 
item also see back page.... **���� 

MID-ARGYLL OF '_[!:f:IG COSMOS 

On August 16 an exhibition was held in -�1?i·��IDGif-_til� 
Lochgilphead by the Hid-Argyll Cosmological 
Institute. By May of this year interest in MACI started to :pp:eead and we bacamre 
more known, at least locally. 'l'his was· due to a conference held here for all 
Antiquarian S1cieties of Argyll at which we .were invited to speak. George 
Frazer, our founder , gave a talk entitled "Getting to know the Boss-manu des­
igned to stimu.late or even shock some of the more conservative guests present. 
Donalo. MacDougall spoke about the ley theory, ·and this in connection with :psy­
chic experience. Dick Lee is in teres t.er1 in the theory ·chat \l ood.henge may have 
been R musical instrwnent based on the Pythagorean scale, and went.int the "con­
nections between musical and natural energy vibrations. I myself spoke about 
sacred aGriculture, the enhancement of fertility in all life by the mystic­
scientific operations of 1viec;ali thic man and his successmrs. Our ideas were sur­
prisi:;.'lgly well accepted and we were give new impetus. 

'fhen we began to plan an eY.hibi tion in which \Ve c�ould incorporate much of the 
kno-dledge we had gathered from such sources as J�hn Eichell, Rudolph SteineJ..'"' ,  
and St Calumba. We enti.tked the event "A T-JEi{ LOJK A'� ·.rHG OIJ) s�ro�r�S", and adve­
rtised fairly well locally. 'l'he basis of the event'was a series of information 
sheets on three sides of ·che hall, on subjects ranging from leys to· dowsing, 
UFOs to astroloe;y , ano_ sacred geometry to fairy lore. We had a very large map of 
the famous Kilma_:tin Glen showin3 obvious aligninemts and we made a relief map 
with miniature stones and cairns illustrating the theory yet more clearly. We 
gave similar talks to those. of the conference anQ.. were V<�"'f'Y pleased to have 
Duncan Lunan , of whom many of' you wi 11 have hea:rd , coming to speak· about his 
studies of messages from Space o We had two brilliant --piper.s who played Piobreach d 

one of the most ancient and enchanting forms of Celtic music. 'l'ea was served 
with (wait for it!) standing scones , hot Celtic cross buns , and cairn cookies. 
'?he event had quite a Celtic fe,3l, with artwork of Celtic knotwork and "beast­
ies11 , musical background on tape by Irish band Planxty, Breton musician Alan 
Stivell, and Shetland fiddle music .. L'he day ended with a play I wrote called 
"]rom the 'Chroat of the WhirlplJol" about a tinker who passes through the mig­
hty whirlpool Corriereckan, which is very near here, and finds himself in the 
Mid-Argyll of 1000AD when there existed here a high form of religion, at once 
both Pagan ana Christian (Columban) Ne were pleased with the size of atten­
dance and with the sale of our new magazine, "Standing Stone", but most import­
ant, for visitors and members alike it was a very uplifting experience; one 
we hope to repeat very soon. We also hope to come into contact with other small, 
more gr less localized s�cieties with similar aims: Hugh �ife, Ardnaherir, 
Manse Brae, Lochgilphead, Argyll (Lechgilphead 2162). *;;.c.�*� 

(( See back page for Anti-Metrication Rally report)) 
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IT AIN'T NO COINCillENCE 

_2x ROBIN HQI.TOM 

In 'fhe Le;z Hunter No• 65 my article dn psychoarc.haeology fhllD-vred 
directly on a paragr,aph about the.�usicia:q Graham B�nd. Here is another pq�tin 
an alignment of coi!lcidences which began for me in �974. The poi.."ltS in the 'B.lign-

. ment ax:e as follows;. 
· 

1. Feb. 14, 197A-.· l.Iy wife buys a seconohand book, nMoonohild"� by Aleister 
· Crowley. Neither of us had previously read any of his books·. 

Z. Feb. 15, 1974. I meet ·Graham Bone. who has just been admitted to the psychiat�. 
ric. hospital I work in as art therapist. He tells .me __ tb.at he is Aleister Crowley'9·s 
i1legi tima te ·son� . . 

· 

5. 'l'he sarrie. evening. At another hospital I was talking to .a friend, H. Someone 
�e up ... to IJle and said "H is looking for you, Ro billl .. n He had. not seen H s ta:qding .. 

·.beside ine .. H then joked: "I must be invisible.rftAle:i,.ster Crowley .. _used to make h�· 
selr' invisible-�" HE then said he knew Crowley1 s son. . . 

;4> Next day my wiRe mentions the coincidences to a friend who has just put down a 
book on Crowley. 

� 5.: I:1ay 15. ·.After losing contact with Graham when he left hos-pital I hear of his 
; deq.th. When I tell my wllre she sho-v1s Ir.e a tunic she bought that day because it 
was similar to the one· Graham wore� except that it was red instead of greeno 
·e. Sept � 12. She wears the tunic which s·he ha cl. only done once or twice before .. • · 

And the record 11Holy Magick" arrives in the post later the same day from· a friend. 
2£ Septo 15. A patient steals, my jacket and in my travels j:;q reqo-yer it I speak·. 
ab�ut Graham_to an electrician-whom I had last Sp0ken when he had'he.lped arrange 

·Gr�ham to. use the grand piano'. (He had. been almost the 6r:G.y member of the h9spi t�l 
·§taf:f who . appreciated the . Graham Bond Organisation). · 

. . . . :O •. ·June 1975 . �y article based on t..l-J.e hospital G-raham was admitted._to ·-� .:printed 
in T.L.H. adjacent to a paraeraph on L'·raham Bond. ( (Ed,: This article had .been 
"lost" for many months anc1 reappeared perhaps mysteriously after hav ... ing been · 
written so long before.)). 

· 

It seems to me that a " synchronici ty' like this is a " temporal aligrunen t" of · 
coinc·Jild.ent points which is equivalent to the spatial alignments knovm as leyso 

\7hen Michael Burt;ess in his article in T.LeH� 65 makes excellent ·criticisms of' 
the techniques for aligning sites on the maps he may miBs th� point by suggesting 
that 'leys MAY be a coincidence within the laws of probabilitY". 

·The laws of probability no longer rule by concensus� Koestlerts recent books 
_examine this in detail. The coincidences seem important for a number of reasons 
which are not- to do with the improbabilj;y of their aligning by chance. Tre events 
were accompa�ied by stro·.1g feelings of strangeness, sadness and inevitabilityo I 
don't thinlc::�seleutive perception11 explains the· eventso It is to do vvith 'seeirl.g' 
not looking. 

The upshot of work on coincidences -·- of which leys seen to be a part -- is the 
realisation that the boundary be�veen thoughts and thing5 is much more :fluid than 
we "have been taught to believe. In tre words of James Jeans: 11The universe is 
beginning to l()ok more like a great thoughts than a machine.n 

It is less eas v to distinguish betw(en descriptions and the events described. 
The map and the terrain are rela tecl. in qU.:.. te unexpected ways"' This is :fundamental -_;c 
to magic. It explains why map dowsing is possible (and why·it seems plausible even 
if' it is not demonstrably conclusive). Thus the fact that an alignment::.on the map 
may not .be an alignment -on t8e terrain does not necessarily invalidate the possih­
ilty of an important connection being made. Unf'ortunately the olc. gods of Chance, 
Randomness or Probability have been throw� dovvno They no lo�ger provide a refuge 
to those of us who 3tand w ith or:e foot on the ways and one foot on the terrain. 
REFERENCES: A�� C-uirdham- '1Cathars and Reincarnation"- (Spearman)�:o_c., .. . Jung �­
nsynchronicity' (Routledge); Ao Koestler - 11The R.oots· !':Jf __ G.oi.n-cid�nce" &· nThe . _ _  

Challenge of Coincidenc.�-'� __ (Hu.tc.hi.nson)_� __ .M . .... . _Theobald--;-i! '.f.hree Level3 of.· · Consoio'\ls-
nessn (Wa�). . . ·. · · +��@@���@@.@@@00�@@@.+. 



A SURVEY OF THE S.AXON CHURCH AT BRADFORD-9.N-AVON 
AND ALIG!I}MENT 

� JANET ROBERTS 

Whilst leafing throug�Jacquetta Hawkes' book '!A Guide to the Prehistoric and 
Roman Monuments· in England and Vla.les" ·I. r..:\Le across: a shor.t account of a small 
Saxon church at Bradford-on-Avon. She thought this was the finest remaining church 
of its kind in the c.ountry and as I have always had a penchant for ancient churches 
and more especially ·the sites on which they stand, this made me add it to my list 
of places to visit when next-in the West Country. 

We arrived in Bradford-on.-Avon on a sunny day last March and found it to be a 
p�easant old market town; very hi}ly indeed� Walking over one of the ancient 
britlges which spanned the Avo� I noticed a large church nicely situated by the 
river, but as I commente.d out loud to my husband� it didn't look very Saxon to me! 
A woman walking towards me informed me that the Saxon chu�ch was just opposite and 
after a quick blush I thanked her and carried' on in silence. 

The larger church was first built by the Normans and, not being satisfied-with 
conquering the. Anglo-Saxons, they wanted to rub their noses in the fact that they 
were the masters and so, in this instance;. a larger churc�1. was built right opposite 
the old one. It �s obvious that this would not have endea:�ed the Normans to the 
Saxons very much, but being the victmrs as �su�l, they bacame the exploiters. But 
I must admite here that the existing pcl'is� church is beautifully built and well 
kept. The Saxon Church of St Lawrence, to give it its f�ll title, was built by 
St Ald.helm around 978 A.D. It was situateC. on rising ground near the. riv�f · ·and is 
now surrounded by later buildings. It had been completely lost until 1856 when the 
vicar from the parish church, who was keen archaeologist, ·though.t that this ivy­
covered building, which had been converted into a three-storied cottage, might be 
an ecclesiastical site of some kind. This was surmised while some structural 
repairs were being carried out, when two carved angels were di.scovered ·built into 
the wall near where they have been replnced over the char..cel a1;;ch. The enqU:iring 

, Victorian vicar carefully studied the o�tline o� the nave, chancel and porch roofs 
and this convinced him even moreo Whilst doing research at the Bodleian Library in 
Oxford, he came across a passage in the nc�esta Pontificum" of rrilliam ·,of Malmsbliry 
(written about 1125 A.D. ) which. confirmed his theory. This stated that a small 
church buil� by Ald.helm still stood at Bradf'ord,, A:rter this. the church was bought 
back from private owners and vested in trustees for resto�ation anQ preservation 
�s an ancient monument. 

The main feature that distinguishes this church from ev�ry other Saxon church in 
the country is that the whole building wa3 erected at one time and no additions 

. were ever made during later years. The reason for the lac'( of "improvement" of the 
building was obviously due to the fact that it ceased to fmnction as a place of wor­
ship after the parish church opposite was built. Perhaps it became a charnel house, 
as the old deeds refe� to it as a "Skull House". 

Inside the building I found the altar made out of large stones which apparently 
had been found buried near the church and have Saxon carvings on them. Some author­
ities think that these slabs were part of the original altar� others think they were 
part of the Shrine of St Edward the hlartyr. half brother ')f King Ethelred. The 
visitor can make up his own mind� Above tie �.tar are the remains of a Saxon cross 
( and when I say remains I mean remains - tnc small fragments of carved grey stone ) . 
It is thought to be one of the seven crossef. set up by Ecquin, Bishop of Worcester. 
St Aldhelm died at Doulting and wns carried to Malmsbury, and to commemorate each 
·resting plac�, crosses were set up marking the route. In 1125 A.D. all were stand-
ing "without ·decay" according to Vlilliam of Malmsburyo 

· 

For all you keen geomancers the orientation of the chur�h is remarkable, being 
0 0 

... 27 N. of E. It. has a. "skew" chancel deflected a fu:."'ther '3 No �nd the entrance to 
the north porch. is 2 .. feet out of centre which is very un-g3ual. The question is why? 
Perhaps the. angles of �his church were built pointing towards specific stars more 
than �000 years ago. As is �ell known, stars and saints days are often correlated 



.. . � . ... 

in early Christianity, following the trad:L tion of as troncmical . 9rien ta tion . ·  

inherited from the geo@�cers who erected the old megaliths. 
Some days later� back in London, I was . st;udying. the 1" O'"'S� map ·covering Bradf'ord 

-on·....A.von, trying to discern an 9.lig:nnient .from this ancient church ·a.nd _ appily I 
quickly found one. I havenit. been to visit this ley physically yet, ?ut .for your 
information I will just list the sites �o far discovered. · · 

Travelling east to west thrqugh Melksham to the church at Brou?hton _Gif'for_d -­

just beyond this village the ley runs down a �ootpath :for about 4 mile� In the 
grounds of the manor house near Great Cha7 .. i'ield tP,�re is a meeting of a stream ana 
footpaths just where the ley crosseso It goes right through the building!:? a.t 

�; Wooll� Park Farm ·at Yloolley Green, doum a straight piece·· of minor· road to the 
Saxon church at Bradford-on-·Avon and on to another streteh of motor road th� other 
side of the church. At a T ·junction where ·�he road forks lef"G . s a p<:>in·::; whe��. the 
ley intersects and travels exactly down it f·or almost a mile, P.ara:Ueling the Eiver 
Avon. Just left of Staples Hill the River From3 makes a sudden V shape and the le� 
pierces through exactly on this spot. 'fhe next mark point :is � small pond .ri��i'-: �-t�e 
remains of Hinton Priory and then� south of Wellow, the alignment.· goes· through. a· 
long barrov-1 on the slopes of Hassage Hi�lo ·rhe meeting place of a strea� ar.td·. fo� 
footpaths is the next mark -point, situated near Stony Little.ton!' then onward�· "t9- a 
tree clump hiding a soall earthwork at the foot of Round ··Hill where the' line t·ouc ... 
hes t}+e southerly tip of trn ranpart.. In be·cween Rads tack and Mids ome Nor-t;on -there 
is a confluence of rivers and at this junction the ley passes through· to go .on to 
the church at Midsomer Norton. The alignmen-c goes on to a crossroads at Midsomer 
Norton then to one of tltree closely placed.tunuli on the .. Mendip Hills. The last 
po'int qn.l!lap 166 is a multi-crossroads made up of footpaths and laneso 

As I-have said before, I have not visited these sites personally.but intend to 
do th::ls� However, being sn impressed with the Sa:x:on church at Brad.ford-�n-Avon 
with it�. � orien�t:Lons, and then :rinili,.ng 1�- very -'intere:.S-t.:tn.g and va.J;-:Led 

· l.Qy- �-d.n.:�� , I f��.:i.geB. tc·· get ·�-.n;_._j,-J.S.j_� What. I ha'vc-�� · 
ao far .. 

. THE "FORG-OTrEN HElffiT OF ALBION ( 2) 

-� PAUL DBVbllliUX §;_ 

THE FAULT LINE 

Al'IDR:CW YORK 

A fault line runs through W. 1eicestershire and Charnwood Forest in a general 
S\-T-NE direct�on. Dare says that the rift vaLley was known as Ling Vale, with Ives ··.:;.'. 
Head on one si.1e. and i5eacon Hill on the other. ::!::n the area are Yfarren Hills, Oaks 
Hanging Stone, High CadeBan Stone, Copt Oak (supposedly on an extinct volcano), 
Bardon Hill (highest point in Leicestershire) Beaumanor �anging. Stone, Bawdon 
"monolith", "The G.;r:.ove", etc., to nention but a few features .. · This is an area of 
power. It is also an area of earth tremors, Vle can trace a numbe,r of such inc:l.d-
ents. 

-

1837: No details available to us. 
1893: August 4. Centred on Charnwood Forest. August 11 - another tre�or after a 
severe thunderstorn. · 
1904: June 21 (note solstice). Two 'quakes in the Groby and Markfield. area� 
1951: June 7. Chimneys knocked down, windows broken. Church bells clanged due to 
the vibration of the treoor. In Coalville people ran into the streets. 
1956: January 10. Centred under Kings Newton, Derbyshire.:! 
�: February 11. Two waves. !his was a very strong 'qu�kM being registered as 
force 8 on the isoseismal scale which has only 10 grades� Unidentified lights fly­
ing in linear foroations were seen over Charn�ood Forest on the afternoon of the 
tremors. "Tadpole-sha?ed UFOs" were also reported elsewhere in the Midlands. The 
Leice�-t?er Mere� of Feb. 12 said: "The earth treraors felt through 11 counties 
yesterday afternoon are believed to ha�e started in the Sharnwood Forest area, 



5. 
according to a seis@ologist • • • his instrunents recorded the shock and indicated 
that the epicentre was in Charnwood Forest • • • •  the s�ock was felt. distinctly at 
Leicester City and County Police HQ. the buildings-rattled and shook, and a 
subterranean runbling was heard. At Loughborough, nearest town ·to Charnwood 
Forest, builders·and workmen were today repairing chi@lleys and other structures 
• • •  In Hinckley district, thomsands of factory workers could feei • • • the floor _on 
which they were standing rock ... .'.rhe trenor cracked the· steeple of. Broughton .. 
Astley parish church, and dislodged the lightning conductor • •  .'rhe· most serious 
daoage at Ashby was to the Loudoun Memorial, at the junction of Bath Street and 
South Street. The heavy stone cross sur!!lounting the oemorial crashed to );he 
ground and was snashed to pieces." Hinckley is about 5 oiles from Croft Hill and 
Broughton Astley is only 2t miles froo it. The church here has the reoains of a 
moat by it. "A second earth tremor at 11idnight last night was felt by···many people 
in Leicestershire 32 hours after Monday's trer.1or swept across 11 counties". 
(Mercury, Feb. 13)�New springs discovered in Leicest�rshire may provide valuab�e 
�nfor11ation about recent earth treoors which are believed to have had their epi­
centre under Charnwood Forest. This point was t1ade by Dr .A.T.Je Dollar in a 

·broadcast about the. treoors • •  �He asked that any new springs or apparent new 
sources of water should be notified. to him • • • " (}:Tercury, March 1). This seems to 

.be a highly interesting piece of information. Key areas of the 1957 tremor were 
. Leicester, Mel ton Mow bray, Loughborough and Coal ville. Apparently animals were 

restless prior to the event as though sensitive to sonething that h�nans were 
unaware. of. 
1958: February 9. Accoopanied by r�bling sound. Was felt particularly strongly· 
in the Lougborough area. . 
1965: June·. 8. Cen�re was thought to be under Copt 0ak. . 
1971: August 26. his treoor shook Sapcote, 2t miles from Croft Hill, with a 
noise "like thunder". 

· 

1973:· February· 11 and 12. 
1974: ·FebrUary ·9, and a recent one on Nove11ber 18. The-.. Mercury the following day 
stated: "An earth tremor shook. houses at Svvanick, .Derbys.hire, last .night •• �Prof. 

·David Evahs� • • put forward the theory that th� Swanick treoor was a prelude to 
trenors of a more severe nature in Charnwood." A countryman we interviewed 

stated that after a Charn­
wood tremor about 17 years ago he noted that watercourses around his cottage 
had been altered: fields that had nevar flooded before now flood as an apparent 
result of the treoor. He did notice that springs he knew of had not been so 
affected. 

TRADI'riONAL RITUALS Al'ID ASSEhffiLIES 
HALLATON: The C19 references we have to the Hare Pie Scrambling and Bottle 
Kicking activities tally pretty closely with the present

.
day account given by 

Jo�� Radford in T.L.H. 52. rtere is one-additional item, howevero Spencer, in 
the Leicester Journal 1892, says with regard to the procession preceding the 
Hare Pie Scramble that "occasionally, when it can be procure-d, as was the case in 
1885, a hare, in sitting posture, mounted on top of a pole" was· used. 
RIDIIJG OF THE GEORGE: This ceremony was the "grandest solconity of the town" and 
celebrate� by the whole population, according to Kelly, �'froo the highest. to the 
lowest". Kelly claims that there are no records that give an insight into the 
nature of the ceremony but ass�es it was similar to one represented in the 
records at Norvvich, which like eicester, possessed a·;�st George r s Guild. 
MEADOW MO�liNG: Before Enclosure there was a meadov1 adjoining_ the Market Bosworth -
Leicester road. On a certain day occupiers of land in the parish of Ratby wouid 
now the meadow. It was called "The Meador1 Mowing" • ·rhe remainder of the day. was 
spent with music and dancing on a small eminence in one corner of the meadow. 
DANE HILLS: Watkins, in T.o.s.T., records that there were gatherings on these 
hills on Yfhi t Monday for sports and merrymaking; the latter within the earth­
works at the top. Robert Grnves considers that the name of these hills may � 
be connected with the Danaan tribe. 
GARTREE: There was a singular bush here that was famous as th0 Jpot. where the 
Hundred Court was kept. 



S\fANIMOTE COURTS: "The 3 Courts for the Forest·of Charnwood met in the open air; 
that of Uhi tw:.ck, near Sharpley Rocks, Yvhere the place nay still be traced� It 
is called the Swaninote Rock, and below it is a spot bearing th� nane of Lady 
Aspin's Pool, about which there is a legend�.oThe Court of the Lordship of Groby 
met at Copt Oak, wh�ch stands on high ground • • •  The Court of the Lordship of Shop­
shed net near Ives tiead.11(Gonne). The Copt Oak stood at an ancient crossroads and 
v1hite's Directory for 1864 said that it was a�parently fashioned into the form of 
a "Celtic Tau" by careful removal of all its branc:tes except two o +re tree, which is 
no longer extant, had a trunk that was 20ft tall and 24�t in circmJferenceo 
STANY\1ELI·: ".At the �'Vv corner of a wood called Stanywell are the remains of a tree 

• • •  round which a regular nound and trench are .discernable) v.here it is t¥ought the 
manor courts for the liberLy of Ulverscrof-'c was formerly to be holden .. " his 
quote, fron Bi2.son 1 s folklore book, presumably refers to -v-ha t is marked as 
Stoneyvvcll wood on the map. 
SHIPLEY HILL: "It is very handsomely worked upon the side and very steep • • •  On top 
are aeveral oblong double trenches cut in the turf, where the lads and lasses of 
the adj�cent villages meet upon Easter Monday yearly. to )e nerry with cakes and 
ales o" ( i� tukeley) o One vvonders if the earthworks a top this hill, which is near 
Cossington, may have been renn�nts of a turf maze� 
HARE HUN?: �his hunt used a mock hare and took place at a certain close called 
Black Anris Bowe:r which "bordered on Leic<JLter Forest". �:1e mayor and his brethren, 
the young cind the old, attended. Originf.lly on Bay Eve, it was transferred "to 
Easter lilonday. 
YfAKES: Potter mentions that the wake fo::merly held on Bea·)On Hill was transferred 
to Nanpantan. ':The Wake at Whi twick is on +-he Sunday afte:� Illidsummer day,. o .  the. · 
annual W�ke at Shepshed is on the Sunday after old nidsumiuer day." (Nicholls). 
Evans noted that the wakes were so arranged so.as not to elash with each other. 
SILEBY: There is a very ancient elm in the churchyard and every Whit Monday the 
Vicar distributes oranges to local children f�on a bpot b�neath the tree. 
ROYAL OAK DA�: 'rhis was on Uay 29.. "The children of Le ice > tersh:Lre make this their 
May Day, vlhen th0y go about from house to house with stic�<:s stuck about with 
flowers and strealllers.�' (Evans). 
FLOR..4.1 "RENTS": It used to be the custom to pay an annua} rent with a f�m1er, 
often a rose, for certain buildings or plots of land on S·:; John's Day - June 24. 
VffiiPPING TOMS: Castle Yard, in Leicester, at the foot of Castle Mount, is close to 
St Mary de C�stro. Until recently there was a tunulus within the precincts of the 
castle. About 100yds from the Castle Yard is a spot where tha "Whi�Jping· Toms" took 
place every .Shrove Tuesday. Early in the morning a crorvd Houl<l gather and, at the 
sound of the Pancake Bell, a nUii1ber of "rough lads" would begin a disorderly game · 
with knobbed stic� .... s and a wooden ball. After a while three lusty fellows (the 
"Toms"O armed Yli th whips and three other chaps with hand �Jells commenced to attack 
the players and attempted to lash them out of the enclos�,e. Excited spectators 
joined in and a 11 free for all11 developed. This annual rio-;:; was endured until 1846 
when an Act of Parliament SUl-:;>ressed it, 
AEESTONE MEADO�l: Hay was gathered in this meadow and carried as the crow flies to 
Braunstone Church where it was strewn on the floor. 
SANVEY GATE: Every Whit Monday a procession of people usel to carry the images of 
the Vlrgin and the 12 apostles in this part of Leicester. 
FPJU.1LAND WAPENTP.J\E: This was held at a small wood about 2 miles north of Mel ton 
Mowbray� The wooa was in an elevated position and was a major landmark. It was 
situated -by an ancient trackrv1.y which w;:s "known to the R0mans"" Framland is der­
ived fron the Sca:iinavian "Fraene.lundr'' rvhich means "Fraona" s Grove" .. 
SPELTHOR�: This nane is Old English for "thorn bush at wh�.ch speeches are nade", 
indicating a noot site. It took place in th0 parish of Oadby and it is recorded in 
a C13 cha:cter , Naturally the assemblies as such have no direct interest for ley 
hunters. It is becatllie some aspect of tho ritual, or its location, probably ref­
lects son· facet of the prehistoric cosmo�ogy that we consider them� The act of 
visiting a traditional site annua.lly, for example, may express a subconscious 
recollection that has its roots in remote antiquity., 
ttContinued Page 7, after review . ,:;ctionff o 
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QUICKSILVER HERITAGE 

by PAUL SCREETON 

(Thorsons, £4-50) 

What·we all desperately need is a lot of 
good, comnonsense, do�n-to-earth, feet­
on-the-ground.magic. neal magic, I mean. 
Let us leap aboard the broomstick and 

travel 100 years into the �uture. 

Ihose people whJ \vay back in the 20th Century thought that everything real 
and "scienti�ic" was necessarily unnagical and that anything magical was 
indecent, found themselves evenjually in a terrible ness from which they could 
sec no way out -- no unmagical way, that is. Science itsel� had disproved 
science, logic had made nonsense of logic, everything was relo..tive and nothing 
was reasonable and reliable. Not surprisingly, people turned more and more to 
what knowledge was left of magic, and a right olQ hotchpotch it looked. A few 
nen tried to bring it all mnto some sort of order. Among the earliest of them. 
was Paul Scree ton, -r1hose book Quicksilver Heritage did not so mnch ·solve the 
huge questions as simply present the@ in their dauntine variety and aboninable 
jargon, and �tten�t to correlate the�. 

Sooething like this, perhaps, is how people in the 2070s will look bqck on the 
philosophical avalanche which is now gaining mooentun. Ever since Einstein · ·  

dynamited tine, space, speed, weight and anything else taken for granted, the 
rot was inevitable. �ter the acceptance of anti-natter and holes in space, one 
could hbt be a strict scientist according to the rules and remain sane. T!R.0. 
ordinary man could see in �cience nothing but pollution, corruption, hydrogen. 
bomb�, germ warfare, discordant Concordes, c�osion of the soil. Scientists· such 
as Professor Thoro and Professor Bronowski -- having secured their unassailable 
positions according to the old rules -- beGan to point out to millions of people 
on telev�sion that the old rules were no longer any good; that the beliefs· of 
long ago sooehow did hav0 sonething and science should no longer laugh at them; 
and that the way-out experiments especially of young people to find a new.way· 
of looking �t existence were of vital importance. 

Screeton' s book is no new Bible, but it would be far froo. just to sugg�s.t 
that it is only a contents-list. He gives a pretty cooprehensive survey of 
many of the forns in which oagic is iopinging at the present day un broad�ninded 
thought. ·rhese forms are so nUBerous· that he cannot go very dee:)ly into any of 
then except perhaps the one which he regards as fundanental to all the others: 
the leys. This v�ew of his is very �ortunate �or tho public, since as Editor of 
The Ley Hunter ( and may I add that I have never met hin) he opens the pages of 
the magazine to 3lnost all forms of oagic as having relevance to the journal's 
primary interest. 

I oust confess to a lack of inpartiality. I an probably as faniliar as Scree­
ton is with his Qain stamping ground -- his home at Hartlepool and the North 
East area around it. ·vlhcre he wri tcs of a tingling sensation when he touches. a 
mark stone at the village of Hart, I reoember no tingling, but after 17 years 
.I remember the stone, I renember stading on it. Most of the churces he mentions 
I have been in. Indeed, alas - though he does not know it - I have misled him. 
On pp91/2 he quotes a comment on Brinham Rocks by "J .R. Ylahlbron". This is the 
name tha t was incorrectly given to me by a responsible of�icial as the author 
of the remark, and in good faith I quoted it years ago in an article in The 
Dalesman. An Anerican lady promptly wrote �rom New York to say that this�st 
be her ancestor Richard Walbran of Ripon - and she was quite right. In � later 
article I described his renarkable career in detail, but unfortunately Screeton 
did not spot the error. (Ed.: Screeton did not see the second article! ) If 
anybody copies it from Quicksilver Heritage I am shamed for ever. 

Screeton considers that he has not thrown everything overboard but retained 
restraint towards sooe of the flights of modern nagic. Most readers o� his 
book, other than subscribers to T.L.H. and similar journals, may well vvonder: 
"If this is restraint, what is the full-blown addict like?" They will probably 
boggle above all at the three-foot "frog" that capered a yard ·in front o� 
Screeton on a ley near Carlisle. It sounds, however, pretty much like the 
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apparition known throushout Britain ( es pe cially Northern England )  as a 11 dobbie11 ·, 
which .. commorLly a)pears as a black hor s e  but is much give�1. to changing its shape 
anc1 colour . S cree to n 1 s a s s o ciation of it with a c ovex quart z .s tone , on which he 
had s tepped, tallies remarkably with s ome o c currences known to me ( and I hope he 
won ' t badger me to tell him) . Anc1 after e.ll , there is no more reason to balk at 
S c ree ton ' s  earth gnome than at , s ay ,  the 1959 C ze choslovak pa tent cardb oard 
model of 'the Egyptian Che o:i?s pyramicl which keeps razor blades s harp for months 
if they are merely lef t  in it overnight ( de s cribeC. in Lya.ll v/ats o n '  s 3u2_�-� ... n�ture . 

S imilarly with S cree ton ' s de s criptio:1. of psychome try, of which I feel j us t  
na turally s uspicious ( even C aglios tro never tried t o  hoax anybody quite s o  s im­
ply) . li�. points out , quite corr e e tly, that anti que dealer s ' will often j us t 
hold an -�gyptian bronze cat or a pie c e  ·of l.Iexican j ade in their hands and s ay 
that n it feels ri.�ht" . ' Anyb ody who has handled , s ay ,  a S tone Age flint hand- ax� 
turning it around until it s uddenl�.r s eems to be' part · of his hand , knows what he -
me ans . 

A point worth purs uing aris e s  from S creeton ' s  quo tation of Fra1ik Elgee ' s  
ob s ervation tha t s ome tumuli anct howes on the North Y orkshire J,1oors mirror the 
c ons tellation of the (�-reat Bear ( Ur s us Ma j o r ,  the Plough , C harle s ' s  Yfain) . 1rhe 
" la s t  tvvo" s tars of that C ')ns tellation, five times the '' dis tance" b etween them , 
point almos t  to the Pole S tar ,  which is nearly D ue Nor th . C ou.ld this have been U T 3 ·"' 
use d  long ago to lay north- s outh alignments more a c curately than by lodes tone? 

I t  is a pi� that inade quate proof-reading ha s lef t  in a number of mis - s pell� 
ings (DNA is- dioxyrib "nucle ic acid, no t deoxy- ; Pollux ' s twin is given o nce . ) ' 
corr e c tly as C a s tor and ence as Cas ter ; anf Leo can hardly be " a  s perma t o z o a )  
and grammar that woul o.  leave a n  academic eiGglints all night ( " thi s , o f  cours e ,  
no t OrLly puts we into • • •  but cons e �uently involve s us i n  a s imilar c ollis ion 
c ours e" - - i t  doe s  inde e d ! ) .  But i t  is good to see that the opportunity was 
taken to a c c ord s ome of the cre dit for dis e11tangling the as tronomical s ignif­
icance of S tonehenge to Mr C . A.  Newham , of 1radcas ter . · 

.... 

Meanwhile l e t  us . no t  c�rp but be crateful for s cree ton ' s  b oldne s s  of vis ion 
and clari� in a ma s s  of mis ts . H ;  who follows the leys will certainly become 
aware of things which he was unaware before , and will ceas e to laugh s o  confid­
ently at magic as he did before . Vfhile " s cience" b ec ome s as airy-fairy as it is 
demonia c ,  the mar_- in- the- s tre e t  looks with relief to people who s ay tha t  the moon k) 

s tirs po t only the o c e an but als o  the ear"th and the mind as us e d  to be common 
knowledge . S cree ton ' s b ook, in a world of' de spa ir , gives hope to the man- in-ther 
s tr e e t  who , after all , is s imply the man- on- the-ley . 

fhe vis itor to Glas tonbury will probably be there because of a specific reas on. 
To check out Arthurian locations ; as a C hris tian making a 11 pilgrimage". in hono ur 
of Jos eph of "'�ima thea and Jo s us C hris t ;  or to examine the data f or a terr e s trial 
zodiac in the lands cape with its C Olli!e c ting leys . So far literature on the s e  
facets o f  the Glas tonbury legend have been almos t  wholly s epara te , which has 
led to an unbalanc e d  view of the special nature of this S omers e t  town . There 
has been a great deal of fric tion in Glas tonbury be�ve en unsympathe tic elements 
in the local ?Opu.lace and all but the �os t  cas ual vis itcrs . 

A b ook which rights t.he imbalance b e tween the lack of total informa tion on the 
his tory of C-las tonbury ,  s a cred or profane ; mythic al ,  legendary or specu.lative ; 
is the one under c o ns ideration here . 

Readers of this maea zine will no doub t ·be s pe cially intere s ted in the lengthy 
s e c tion on leys and the New Jerus alem ( much informA tion c oming from R . I . L . K. O . ' s  
book on �las tonbury) anc1 the Glas tdnbury Zod.:la c ,  s etting out the bas ies of 
Katherine Mal�vood ' s thes is . 
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In addition to the prehis tGric lake village , Jo3 eph, the abbey, King Arthur 

and . the R0und Table , he brings Glas tonbury ' s  hi� tory up to date with an iccount 
of the magical Glas tonbury Fayre and a summa tion of New Age as sociations ·grafted 
on to the town 4 

It  would be marvellous if certain other towns and cities boas ted a " guide" 
such as this : acceptable to both those  wishing to learn the place ' s  orthodox 
historical facts and als o the mf'lre es '?teric aspects . Candidates which spring 
s traight to mind are Durham C ity, Cambridge and Bris tol . 

Jonn Greed has done a �reat service to Glas tonbury and his enth 1siasm for the 
town is catching . His s tyle is light ; the facts s cholarly in th�ir marshalling 
but attractively }Jopular in their exposition.  It  is a chunky, well-des igned and 
competently illus trated work which, I hope , will have a wide readership beyond 
Glas tonbury its elf . fhe author ' s  reasonable attitudes towards his oaterial and 
the various factions in the town is mos t  co;!.liDendable . 

( Price 75p : frcm ttie author at S t  frillo ,  92 Hillside Road,  Redcliffe 
Bay, Portishead, Bris tol , BS20 BLJ . Pos tage was 13p , but wi�.h lates t 
increase wiil be probably arGund 20p)  

•rflli ROLLRIGHT RI·ru.AL � �V . G . Gray 

During the pas t couple of years ugly and unnec3s sary desecration has been . - :  . .  
perpetrated at Oxfordshire ' s  R�llrig�t S tones ( &nd relliember legends of mis- _ 

fcrtu_n.e following harm to megali·ths are legion) , · ·rhe J ikes of ' ·w . 0, Gray treat 
the ancient s tqne s  properly, for a growing accumula tion of evidence attests  
their v ,_'lue is . immesurable and abuse would be psychically criminaJ .. o ·rhe author and 
I are in full consent that such s acred sites have a mes sage ' for aJ.l time , but I 
am und�cided whether vY.. 0 .  Gray ' s account is agreeable . 

�rhe author ' s  neat theory cf the evolution 0f s tone circles from early man \ s  
firs t feeling s afer with a sharp rock to sleeping s urrcunded by s - :ones t"l 
utilise as mis siles in an emergency is commendably commonsens ical . However, to 
imply thay evolved due to a survival pattern does no ·t neces sarily fit the f�cts . 
S tone circles arrived more or less  full blown p S  as tronomical computers 8nd much 
mere . I need ·r:l.y qu'lte Prafes sor Alex 'Chom as a reliable auth_ori·cy . 

Hence$  I wonder jus t  how much of our own sub jective feelings we-- take te sites • 

. "Ff.o·" Gray gives a long form 0f ri-b .. 'J�l he devis ed in sypathy with vrhat he felt 
at the s ite and,  being a non-ritualis tic occultis t ,  I feel hardly capable o� 
giving an opinion o I am, however , fully qualified to s tate that I feel the 
author has app:"oa ---hed the s tones in a spirit of sincerity and humbleness con­
ducive to being re\varded with . an ins ight into the megalith builders . 

M�r C'nly reservation is that l�t7.l0.' o£l1:the his tory of the s tones  and old 
pictures ""'f them is given . Maybe had this been included the book ""Vrould have 
had even greater appeal . As it s tands the book is obviously aimed s quarely at 
the practising ritualis t ,  and if these  are the only market there mus-t be far 
more of them around than I imagined . 

It is a compact book and one I recommend to those  interes ted in megalithic 
s ites It would be interes ting to compare this to a book on a s imilar s ite 
ap�roached in the s ame spirit to determine if there was a s e t  ritual and what 
were the correspondences . 

I heartily approve of any book on a sacred e ite which is presented in a 
completely new way . 

(£� -� �p : Helios Books , 8 ·.rhe S quare , Toddington, 
Cheltenham . Glos . , GL54 5DL ) 

THE NENS : SiMultaneous with T . L . H . this maga zine is running 
" Portrait ,.·,f a lt,aul t-Area" by Paul Devereux and Andrew York .  Subs cription: 

· £2-10 for one year from R . J . I,1 . Rickard, Pos t  Office S tores , Aldermas ton, Berks . 
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(Asldn Publishers , 16 Ennismore Avenue , London �V4 1SF ) 
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It is no t easy the s e  days for a large proportion of pers ons with an interes t  
i n  e c cu.l tism to answer with any certainty the que s tion, "Vfhat religion are you?" 
'roday ' s young .s;eneration of o c cu.l t inves tigators do not easi.ly comply to ins tit­
utionalized relieion, but if I was pre s s ed on this ques tion m would feel comp­
elled to s ay that ,3no s ticism attracts me more than any other sys tem . Illi"'ler know­
ledc;e is my coal , but elements of entirely pers onal s eeki:1g ( for the thes is i s  
very much concer�ed with the individual t o  �he neglect o f  s oc ie ty) perhaps even 
borderins � n  s elfishne s s , and unwillingne s s  to b e c ome too involved with any one 
sys tem make gno s ticism attrac tive . Gno s ti c s  hold Abra:r..as in es teem but do no t 
worship hi� . 

'l.'he title s u:.:;c;es ts a manual of e;nos ticism and an autobiographical ac count of 
reac!1in.:; cosmi c  cons cious ne s s . l-iowever , it is per s onal in that it refle c t s  the 
authors ' ob s e s s ions and rather than be a wanual it s ele c ts s everal aspe c ts of 
o c cu.l tism -- both mains tre am and peripheral -- for dis cus s ion and rela te s  them 
to the central theme of man ' s bi<l for trans c enc1ence . 

I'his book wou.lr� c ertairLly be nonplus s ing to a casual reader , for it would 
a")pear a bas ically dis conne c tea. ramble through s eemingly of:fbeat material , for 
in ac-:_c ition to giving a precis of the legitima te Qabalah , they enc ompas s  the 
book " Oahs pen ( s u?po s e d.ly written by a dis carnate intelligenc e ) , drugs , as tral 
pro j e c tion and s ur:"eali s t  art ( espe c ially Aus tin Spare ) . 

·Jhere the book s c ore s is through its individuali"bJ .  It is not in the realm of 
the s tereo"bJpe d  o c c ul t  bocJ ies , for its Aus tralian writers ' enthusias m  for asp­
e cts of a diverse field are catching anC. in a none too easy manner to gra s p  
gell into a c oherent pa ttern o f  s earching for Reality . 

The s earch for Abraxas is j us t  one path cf initiation, leadinG if followed 
with dete1"r.1inatien. , to C-oG.head . Hot providing anything in the nature of a blue­
print to follow ,  th-=- book doe s a c t  as a-1 encouragement to examine area s  of know­
l e dGe anc art in nn attempt to reach a closer unders tanding of areas �f the 
mind ' s "inne:r· s pace" . 

'J:•here is an interes ting introduc tion too by no te(!_ author C olin Wil s on • 

. . . . . . . . . . 

.l}lJ;.l�C.I}cM_? .OJ-;� P}.�-1��-���l1J;..� Sfo.._C�_D . ��OGRAPHY by Dr � H .;INS CH 
·rransla tecl from the German by Michael B ehrend ; preface by Anthony Hoberts , 
foreword by :i'Tir;el Pe::1:.1icl� . ( From A .  Roberts , 7 Hugon Road , London Sl:/6 5EL ) 
( ( 75p + J:X!:p) ) 

Forget that the Na zi Party at the time this paper was written 
was hell bent on es tablishing a doc trine of archaeology to s ubs tatiate a pre­
his toric Germanic golden age in s e clus ion to the remainder of the world . Heins ch 
s eems to have been peddling his own vers ion embra c ing S tonehenge and Pales tine , 
and expec tins a univers al sys tem of alignments af s pecific leng ths between 
s acred s ites and angles of inters ec tion bas ed upon as tronomical c onsidera tions . 

This work has ha s a reputation yet no previous published English tra�ition . 
I t  was to have been read at Ams ter dam in 1958 , but was s nQwed under by bus ine s s  
anQ given curs ory mention i n  the conference report . B ut now we may read it . 

As · with previous Zodiac Hous e publications ( they have j us t  published a 
catalogue -- if required s end s . a . e . ) the pres entation is impres s ive and all 
c oncerne d shou.ld b e  praisel!. . Apart from its his t�ric al value and also the like­
lihood that it is e ntirely indepenctent of Alfre d Yfatkins ' s  ley thesis , the 
conclus ions en a me trological plane are mos t  intere s ting , but he make s al s o  a 
number of s pe culati •ns on the quality of prehis toric life . IIe makes it plainly 
obvious tha t �ur ances tors ' c apabilities in the realms of s urveying were 
well a dvanc e d ,  tha t a s tronomy was important and tha t above all the mo tive was 
s piritual . 



7 .  LEICESTERSHIRE LORE ( C ont . from p . 6 ) 
ALIGNMENTS 
- -- --

It ha s been noted in previous is s ue s  of T . L . H .  that 

Leices tershire is a difficult coun"ttJ in which to plot leys . 'rhis itl true . 
Not be caus e  Leices tershire leys do not exis t but , we sug�e s t ,  because the 
map-information is no t available ( on the 1" and 1/50 , 000 s cale s  at any rate ) . 
As a result of the fieldwork we have undertaken ,  we are fairly sure in our 
own minds tha t s ome 5 or 4 point map alisnments can probably be shown to be 
leys " on the ground" . In determining ac tual: s ituations one mus t not s it in 
an armchair and be dogmatic : leys caru1o t be proven 0n a map that fails to 
give all the ne ces s ary informa tion . 5-point map alignments ,  for ins tanc e ,  
are valuele s s  i n  themselves ,  but if one i s  i��e.st���i�g an area as opp o s ed 
to the idle plo tting, the point is to go out anc. find more points for a 
tentative alignment ! One mus t try to be imaginative and pos itive when the si �u 
s ituation calls for it . However , in order to avoid contr oversy, we will 
here include merely a few leys or alignments tha t s eem to have aspects of 
paeticular interes t .  ·rhey do no t in any way represent all the leys we haTe 
traced, or the interes ting potential alignments we have no ted . 'rhe align­
ments des cribed here were plo tted on the 1" map using a sharp penc il and a 
Britis h S tandards s teel yards tick for final marking . 
HO��ON _� ST �8ID� ' S  ��-ONE : Dryde n ' s book of 1911 notes the legend concern­
ing an a�leged s ubterranean c ommunication between Ifos ton and Leices ter 
Abbey, and s ugge s ts that this folk- tale c ould pos s ibly have aris en because 
" it has been observed tha t a line draw:n from S -G .  John ' s S tone to the Humber 
S tone , a dis tance of 5 mile s , would give the point of s unri s e  on Midsummer 

0 
D ay .  It wou.ld now bear 2 or 5 north of eas t . " S t  John ' s S tone was apparently 
ins cribed or carved in some way . 'rhis alignment gives no obs ervable l ey on 
the :L� . ..:'map but if it is extended to the N. E . b eyond the Humber S tone it 
cro s s e s  the site of the " lo s t" village of Hamilton and goe s through the high 
cro s sroads above Beeby before going off the map . 
OADBY - G-:R.Cili. T  HILI: : 'rhis ley line , on the 1" map , runs through : :NE s e c tien 
of church symbol at OADBY ( S t .  Pe ter , C15 ) - �V corner ef eh . symbol for All 
SAI;:rrs CHURCH, LEICESTER ( early C14 ) - A:::lS'fEY s•roNE - SW s e c tion of eh . sym­
bol at AJSTEY ( S t .  Mary, C14) - axis of cops e in deer park, BRADGA'r�; - NE 
half of cops e within drys tone wall atop OLD JOIUf hill - s ummit of hill in 
BENSCLIF:B"E �1JOD - s urnmi t of GRE.bN iiiLL . Thi s  ley is 10-t miles long and,.L'in­
cludes s econdary features like lengths of road and a + church symbol . his 
line continues �f through the field next to B awdon C a s tle Farm in which the 
Bawdon " monolith" s tands ; ·chough we c annot s tate with ab s olute precis ion 

'1' whether the line touches the s tone . he ley doe s pas s  through the Ans tey 
S tone , however , as it wa s originally determined 

-
by the alir.;nment ( " fixed" by 

pho tographs ) of the s tone and S t . Mary ' s  church agains t the Old J �hn c ops e . 
rhe Ans tey S tone slopes in a N« direction and appears to have been deliber­
ately ere c te d  in this fashion. R . D . Y .  Perrett asks : " I  s upp o s e  this is not 
sloping towards the Mids ummer Suns e t?" I t  is an intriguing thought and 
awaits further inves tigation . 
THORNTON": In his " Hi s toric al Ske tch" of Thornt�n, written in 1905 , Rev . H. 
Cooper quote s from a le tter written by Mr . Rob ert Harris on des cribing nearby 
Bagworth Park as it was in the mid-1800 s .  We quo te s ome pertinent extracts : 
" 'rhe moat was very wide and deep , the mud at the bottom of it being ten e:C 
twelve fee t · in depth • • •  Of c ourse the hous e had no approach from the south, 
as it has now . 'rhe approach to it when my father went there was fro111 the foot 
of �rhornton .Hill (where ·che brook goes under the road) in a s traight line at 
the foot �f the " C opy" Field , along a road which had eriginally been us e d  by t:1c 
the Romans . 'l'here is a bank along the s ide of the old. road, and from this 
b ank, clos e to the swing gate where the path from S tanton to Bagworth pas s e s , 
we have dug bricks of a pe culiar s i ze , which have always been cons idered to 
be Roman bricks . ·fhere vras a road originally , whmr-.h c an be traced in a het 
� ummer when the herbage is burnt , aslant the hill from the foot cf Thornton 
Hill towards the spire of Thornton church , and there is little dc ub t  that it 
i s  formed a conne ction between B agwt>rth Park ( not so called in tho s e  days of 
c ours e ) and the Homan encampment near the bridle road tQ Ratby • •  The moa t was 
full cf wa ter when my father went there , and he levelled the bank where the 
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lawn now is , and filled i n  the road for the drive . . •  '.rhe moat soil i s  full of deer ' s  
horns , and when the main drain was driven. -:�hrough it there were s cor..,es and s cores 
of add aj_1thlers , but I never s aw a complete heacl wi-Ghantlers • •  o it is  interesting 
to know that the whole park is surroundec1 . by a c1itcl1 ano a hedge ( s ic ) . e . Of the old 
oak trees cf the Park there were on.ly three left • •  two in the boundary between the 
es tate and Bagvvorth . Of thinss f'ound :i n  the earlier work of levellin3 I know noth­
ints . ..  1'he only thing ·cha ··: came to hand in my .!:.�[;j..!Jle was a vei"Y large bras s salver , 
hands omely embos sed,  with a fisure of an armed warrior defending a female figure 
from an · atta ck of armed demo s . It is much worn • • •  'rhe Dean cf I,ichfielcl was very 
much interes ted in it and triec1 to trace the sub jec -t . J.ie borrowed it •. • . :.� 'he place 
was never known as  13agworth ·,->ark till my father chris tened it so  • • .  there are s till 
s ome old peo;Jle who call it BAG-t·:.UrH MO'r�rs ! "  'rhe reference to the . antlers sugges ts 
that the moat was prehis toric i:J. oriein . ( Inciclentally, it was Hr . Harr;i.s on who 
dis covered a·:Hl ex::?osed the remarkable s ioc-cuspecl triang1.Llar window in S t . Peter ' s  
church, 'rh� rnton, the window ' s  n very existence having been f0rgotten" . ) Neither 
Bagworth " Parku or " Motts" are marl':::ed on the 1" map but a feature , not indicated as 
ancient , is termed 11 BaE;worth Moatn .. T�lhether or .... j_�ot  this  relates to ·i' Bag.3uth Motts" 
we took it as a cue and located a ley incorporating '.t.1hornton church and Bury Camp a s:.> 
indicated in the le-tter .. '.Che ley runs : S�f section of eh . symbol at AYLES']QNE ( S t .  
Andrew; i t  has a Saxcn window in the C13 tower - a n  n archaeological mys tery11 s ays 
Hoskins ) - a + eh-:- · symbol at KLRBY FI8ltDS ( l1ear to Kirby Llu..."'C.loe which had a ill\) 
sighting in May 1972 ) - SVl corner of BUR¥ CAMB - SW section .Jf 0h . symb,.,l at 
rrrro:a.::.:iro�.r ( S ·" .  Peter ) - centre of second cr. . s�bol at t'IIOl:u.r.�ON - S\V edge of feature 
marked as BAC-·HOH'J�H MOA'r . i_rhis  alignment i�  e-9 miles long but it can be extended .7 · 
miles further than 'l1hornton to PACK.INc��roN Church (H0ly J.tood , Ci3) , but with no other 
map-features in betweenQ  Obviously an ali0nment worth checking on foot . 
l_�PH.:�R -: QUD£dQV.)tA_GD�:L:8 : In the course of our res earch we came acros s a snippet of 
Leices tershire tra0 ition which says that a man could walk f:r�m Bardon 1iill to Beau­
manor Park '! without once s eeing the sky" . ·rhis is sup.l)os ed to be a reference to a 
time of primeval fores t . We wondered if it might be a folk-nemory of a ley, so  we 
deployed our s traightedge a:nd arrived at a preliminary alig: .. unent that began at a 
cros sroads E . of Snares tone and wen·i.:; over Ba�don, through Beaumanor ant on to Quorn . 
On the off- chance of -:�here beinG a pos s ible as tronomical fac tor in the alignmeat we 

��i� ;.�o.,:: �,...:. :.�:���.< ->; : .;:•O<�� :-.� : .: . ;: ::r. �.: :��:.��:�� :;:.:� . ,� :��*i·< i..; �:�-�.; * * * *  appr�ached 'r . L . II. contribute-:..� Mr Perrett 

MISC.LLLANY : ;/� for· his opinio�1 o  He very kindly went to " I  remember my time with= 
· consic erable trouble in s tudying the pro-i:-1awkwind as an endles s  succes si0n of � ble;o . � �e C' ic, obtai;'l a couple of s tars flashing gigs . I wrote a fantas tic · 

(Antares and Spica ) c2000BC , relating to a hymn .to the sun at Gla s tonbury :t?ayre , slightly mo<lifiec. 'Tersion of the alignment and lost  it the same day . 'l'hat really but in0.icated that no f(reat s tor-e could be was the high point of the British ...... 
placed in this . Cloarly, there is the Undergrcunan - Robert Calvert in 11 New risk of a chance · s�-e;nificance here and s o  Mus ical Expres s" . ��he fayre o r  losing we are obliged to : 'or::;et astronomical con-the song ,  B �b? . ?  . . .  Vince Rus se tt ,  of s iderations in this cas e . �r . Perrett worked Berkeley Hous e ,  Chedo ar, S omerse t ,  mai:rLly from 2.;-�� ma)s and calculated. the J3S27 :3EH , wou..ld like to be in touch 

with o thers in his area who are 
interes ted in leys ano spe cu..Lative 
archaeology in general . . . •  Harlech 'J:V 
with Francis Hitching is  to make a 
film reconciling orthodox and spec­
u..lative archaeology . lilr Hitchinr; ' s  
book, "Earth Mae;ic" $ upon which the 
s cript is based  will be published 

alignment from o;�"'i 1_  refs . obtainecJ from 
this lareer s cale . rle regis tered di� s atis-
faction with regart L to some points on  our 
Snares ton x-roads · - Quorn alignment ; so  
as  a resul t  of O '.lr cor:r·espondence with hiL"l 
we arrived at  ·che ::'ollovring revised align­
ment as cl.rawn on the 1" map : S section 
of illain. eh . symbol at �:.ill.A'riiER ( . j t . John 
J�apti s t , ola_ origij_1ally) - centre of trig . 
symbol on B.AJ:IDOl.T :::IILL - mis ses NIT edee of 
copse atop BTI1CII :·: ;:rr,I, by les s  than -&mm o n  
map ( I . E .  about 50 yds on the �round ) -
pr6 cisel� through ?4� pnt . atop DAWDON 

next year by Cas sell • • • •  B ,  Longbott� m,  
of 6 Lakeside , Horcott ,  Fairford , 
GLos . ,  GL7 4DD asks for sourcee of 
inf'o � �)n ma zes , labyrinths , ana. ·rroy 
towns in Bngland, V! ales , and Eire to 
as s is t  a Canadie�n friend with a HILI� ( this  srumnit . :_s an outs tanding vis ual 

* feature being an u· le}qJected outcrop of rock 
;:.; :.�� .� .� �s •• : . • . .  : : :,. : .� :s .;.; :\" :�,·;: . .c;io.(;;.«*:��,t;.:,s� risinc; shee:;."' out b".o..� t he fields comprising pro ject  • • • •  

the slope s of tre ! 1ill , which is· unnamed 
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on 1" map )  - over s umrui  t- area of BEA.CO.i-J ;IILlt but f'rac tionally mis s ing apex of 

tr i.:s . pnt . symbol - acro s s  the HA.�T' �INGB'rONE HILLS ( this is no t a map ley point but 
is vis ually , there being a huge , dis tinct ma s s  of foliage-covered rock where the 

-ley cro s s es the n hills" ) - acro s s  Beaumanor �ark , touching :llfv'f c orner of J3EAIDrlANOR 
iiOUS£ - S :Qalf' of' eh . symbol a t  QU )� �h ( S t .  Bartho.lomew, C14 ) • 'rhis ley is jus t 
over 11 miles long but can be c arrie d 6.;- mil e s  further llE pas t Q uorn to go thro­
ugh H.AG-DAitll! chur ch (All Saint s , C14 ) . <On this to tal alignment there are 6 acc­
eptable map-point s : J:I e a  :her , Barcl.o:."l , Bawd o n. ,  Beacon,  r;::uorn a n d  Ra c; dale . In add­
ition, there i s  an excellent vis ual point on the !{anr;ing s tone Hill s . It is T'er­
s onal prefer6 DCe whe ther we ac�ep t  · poin·cs like . Beawnanor Hous e or not .  I f  s o ,  
tha t :nake s 8 points . Again, i t  i s  :�)er:-s onal w�1im whe ther . one a c ce\-) t s  the " mis s1 1  
at Birch Hill cops e - - c m_,_l d  the tre e s  a t  one time have e xtended 30yc1.s or so to 
·the NW? If s o ,  that would. make 9 }Joints . R .D . Y .  Perre tt c alcu].a ted the ali6n­
me nt primarily from 2.;-n ma p referenc e s  and obtaine d the following r e s ults , 
indicatinc; ·:J and S o.evia tions at various ·points alons the alir;nment : :n:�f1.ij\£8H. -
0 ; B.ARDo.� ·:· - 130 me th:re s S :  /)l'DS 'f-fJl B:C.WII ::IILI, C0�">-3:8 - 20m N;  Bi.�.NJJO:::i - 50m S ;  
BEACO: ·r - 20m �r ; BJ.�l!.ffi,ffil;f:JR - 20m S ;  QUOlE\f - 0 ;  Hi� ... G-D).J..;E - 30m N . M�. Perrett points 
out tha t the Bea111-nanor and Hagcale devia tion s till mean tha t the alignment 
pas s e s  ··�hrough the builG.ings • .Lle s ays of the ali� .:nment.ji with the exception of 
Bar don : 1 1 I regarcl. this as }?re tty g . . o d ,  as the po s i tive s ancl nega tiv e s  ( : . . i ·and S )  
c ancel out . u  B ardo n  Hill i s  a problem, however . jj�ihe r.aarke cl line o n  the 1" map 
def initely pa s s e s  through the c!.o t  in the centre of ·�he triangular trig .. pnt . 
symbol . -ile had already heard rumours tha t the rela tive p o sitions of fea ture s 
on different 1',1 map e d i tions can vary . �le put the :;_:>os s ibili ty of nap <lis tort­
ions to �,1r .i?erre·c :� anCl. he agree d ,  s ay�ng tha t he hacl. had difficul ty with the 
Isle of' Man 1H map 7 . where he oh tained different e;ied ref so f or the s ame place 
fro;1 different edi tions of the map . 1Ie c orre s�)Onc1ec with the 0 . S . Offic e · OJ.'l the 
ma-�ter . 11 1l'he cat was out of ·i�he b ag , " he s ays . '.Phis tin tortion fac tor on 1" 
maps ( and probably o:1 the wore rec ent 1/50 , 000 too ) is a seri ous co:;:1s i dera tion 
for ley hun.ters . After all , mo s t  of us plot ou± leys , at leas t in the fir s t 
ins tanc e ,  o:c1 l" or 1/5 0 , 000 maps . At all event s , the B c..rdon Hill d:._ s crepancy 
be ·t-.-;een tl".e . marked line on the 1" map and the c alcula tions fro �J. the 2�a ma:p 
lecl us all to agrE-e that ·:�he only explana ti o n  mus t  lie in a c is tor·;�ion b e twe en 
the tvr� s erie s o ::Teverthele s s ,  trus ting ours elve s , s till , to tl!e 1" map we ::1.o te 
ano ·che�,., ley pa s s ing over na:r· cl o ..J I.Iill . It ru..'1.s : c e ntJ.. ... e of eh . symbo�. , WIL" ESLEY 
( C14) - cen·cre eh e cymbal PACKI.Nl?r .:N ( C15 ) - S half of eh . sym'b ol HAVE\f3irU1'-hl 
( St . I\iichael , c1300 ) - apex of trig symbol -E.AnJ)O niLL - x-road s a�·1d ·::-r edge of 
cl1 . s,ymbol at c · . . ;.:'..!.' JAK - S c orner of UI!V.8:RS CJ.{'-'JY'J.1 : .JJ. >I .:ltY and. acr o s s  its earth­
works - a cros s �)enscliffe \lo o d Tto ·�he c ent:.�e of the x-roads near 3wi thland Boo d . 
'l1his s u:�erb l ey ( about 1-� mile s lone:; )  is par ticularly interes ting be caus e  i t  
wov.lc, s ee - •. pos s ible t o  extend 1 ·c furt:1er to the S E  throu:;h the Moocly Bush S tone ;  
but we cr-:.n.no ·c pla ce the s tone o n  the 1n map with th� nec e s s ary a c c ·J.racy t o  be 
dogma tic ab out thi s . 
�:'J.:·q: . . :ES'_t'At�.Qp? t�r . Perrett al s o  had a few inter e s ting thoughts regarding the 
�radition tha t cave rise to : the dis covery of the Hea ther - Ragdale ley . " I  was 
mo s -t  intrigue £} by your quo ta tio:.1. of the legencl about " Wal!(i:ng without s e ei:1g · che 
sky;' • •  

..Lf the couTcry was largely wooded , perhaps the ' leys ' were :no t  tra cks a s  
such -- although they would bec ome s o  -- but ' lines o f  waymarkings ' through a 
fore s t o  One c a n  envis atje tre e s  b eing " way-marked '  to lead. from o ne s mall s e t t­
lement- clearance or notable po int ( eg hill t .:.·p )  to ano ther , wi th cairns of large 
s tone s  where one v way ' departed from or cro s s e c1 ano ther • • •  As for the ' power-line ' 
a s p e c t  of leys • •  I keep an open mind • • •  " I t  i s  a -:_Joint for fur ·;�her dis cus s ion 
a s  to whe ther prehis toric Britain was more heavily wood ed than now , ano. indee d ,  
lv1e . Perre tt s ays he u s uspended j uc_gement" o n  the fore s t s i tuation when s to ne 
circle s ,  e t c  o , were built o In his book " Qui cks ilver .�.Ieri tage" , Paul S cree ton 
i s  of the OlJL1ion tha t affores ·ca ti :.-•n was even S )ars er than it is today a:.:1c1 refers 
to Alfred \la tkins , who ·: .l1out_;l1t tha t i t  was the increasing number of tree s tha t 
led to the dec ay of the ley sys tem . 

AERIAl, P., IEN8. I�NA 
C�1. C hr i s tma s T�ve , 1865 , s ome thing big 
and bright entered the skie s above Barwell , Irei c e s tershire . ·J:his wa s la ter c 
c all ed the " Barwell I��e teor11 and yielded moTe fragmen:c s than had been c ollected 
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from any o ther British me teor f all . A Mr . Crovf witne s s e d  the fall as he c ow­
ered agains t a wall to pro tect hims e lf from the s tone s  falling from -t:he dark 
sky .  Jne of the s e  s tone s  broke a window in the house of 1/.lr . Grewco ck ,  who pic­
ked up s ome fragments abqut 20 minute s af ter they had falled ana. found them 
" warm11 Dr . Keith Hinctley , - Me teor S e c tion D irec tor of t:1e l�ritish As tronomical 
A s s o c iatio n ,  tel l s  us to disregard this a c c ount as " em"broider:.r o n  a good tale; 1  
as the s to ne would have been cold b:r then . As the s tone s  fell over a small are a  
o f  countrys i d e  i t  is a s s ume d_ that the f ireball dis inte�rated a t  a n  unus ually 
l ow altitude . S tudies by the Univers ity of Leic e s ter and L.� nche s ter C ollege of 
�re chnology , C oventry , showed tha t there were probabl�r two fireballs . In :i:' a c t ,  
on parallel c o ur s e s ; fireball 1 probably caus i:ag the B a:t'well fall . '?here s e ems 
ta have been a third fireball which broke off from f irAball 1 . Other reports 
s ugee s t  tha. t there c ould have b e e n  as many as s i::� f ireballs i:c�_!£:t;o with at 
leas t one goine in a different direc tion to the o thers � D efinite s ighting s of 

fireballs range d as far afield as Shropshire and �) erkshir� :at the time of 
the Barwell eve nt e A Loughborough woman reported s eeini_:; a light in the sky 
f ollowed by the s ound of s o me thin3 falling in a wood near her home . B ut Dr . 
�-Iindley s ays �h�t " ma j or fireball events like this do r10t  o c curn . We s uc;ge s t  
tha t ·chis i s  a- s ub j e c tive s tatement, no. matter how well informe d ,  anc1 shou.ld 
be treated as s uch . " In s ayi-ng thi s , however , we mus t r a c ord our appreciation 
of how Dr . Hindley reS};JOnded in a promp t ,  enthus ias tic and mo s t  inf o rma tive 
manner to our inquiri e s . ) Acous ti c phenomena were as s o c ia ted with the Barwell 
event . S ounds allege dly origina ting from the s onic bc10r,1 wei·e heard in an are a  
s tre tching from lre i c s tershire to \1iltshire o 'J'he s e  sounc: s s eeme d to become 
c o nc e ntrated in c ertain areas (B . g . the C oventry area ) caus ing breakages of 
gla s s  ob j e c ts . Pri_� to the apr)e arance of the fireball curious hiss in;:; noi s e s  
were heard . o · one s e ems to ln1ow f o r  c ertain ';'lha t caus e s  t:1is particular type 
of vhenomena but it has been terme d  11 elec trophonic11 anri appears to be c o nne c te d_ 
with electromagnetic factors . 'l'he lands cape woul d  a�Y·lear to have pre c ognitive 
knowle dge of its skyb orne intruder ! 

We are mindfull of William Porter ' s  c o wment in n 1J�h � · rewsn (No . 5 )  that 
me te nr/f ireball/ U��!'O phenomena appear to "po s s e  ·. s charac teris tics that are 
interrelated" . To this group of phenomena we woul d adcL elec trical s torms a nd 
s imilar me teorologi cal events . 'J'his area of inquiry ha s been largely ignored 
by re searchers . Vie shall touch on it aga in in >he s e  pac;es . It mus t be reme­
bereO. that the inc idence of " a nti-ma tter" i s  rela ted t "J  electrical s torms aac1 
often manifes ts a s  a s of tly glowin,-> sphere of light . VV 3  will not argue whe ther 
or not ·che Barwe ll event was a s im:ple_�me teor fall : wha t we s ugges t  is that 
e v e n  s uch orthodox s cientific o c c urrenc e s , as well a s  (� iver s e  f ireball , UFO 
and me teorological inc idents , refle ct an� are a s s o ciated with the d is tribution 
of c ertain for c e s  wi thin t�e lands cape i t s elf . Magne tic and elec trical f 6rc e s , 
and the currents to which the dows er r e s onds , have been channelleci and and 
c o ncentrate d in certain parts of the la tds cape by an alliance between nature 
and ancient man .  Am awe some interpl a>·· of enerc;ies was manilJula te d by the anci­
e nts for purpo s e s  that beggar ou:-._" magina tion • .' 'os s ibly the s e  purlJo s e s  relate d 
to the time/ spa c e  manif e s ta tion of intelligence s  tha t have s ince become known 
as ,, gods" in mythic record . The varieties of aer ial phenomena may have been 
ne ce s sary parts of this manipula tion of f orce s - - f or c e s  that are to some ex­
tent s till ac tive due to their organi s a tion within the land s c ape . C onvers ely, 
they may be unavoidable by-produc ts of s uch c onfluenc e s  of en.ergie s .  l_ ' :1he 
matter is s till to be a.e-'cermined . In adclition to thes e  c ons i dera tions we no te 
tha t the date of tre Barwell event was D e cember 24 , which is o ne of the f ive 
days of the year that J oh�·1 A. Keel has found produces exceptional U"PO/ o c cu1 t 
a c tivity . Barwell is jus t 4 mile s from Cr of t =rill anct the fragmen-ts fell be t­
wee n  the two '. pla ces . In ixiew of thes e  po i:1ts ,  we felt that a clo s er l ook a t  
aerial phenome:na over :�ei c e s  tershire wa s i n  order . 

We besan by s e ekin8 o t:1er c a s e s  of f ireball ac tivity bu-G thes e  are always 
difficu.l t to dis tinguish from UFOs . >Teverthl e s s , we can tra c e  6 sic;htings 
that s e em to be true fireball l)henomena frOiJl I11ay 1966 to December 1971 . Of 
the s e , 4 c- ame C:.own or dis aj_� · :eared over an area to the sw· of I.eices ter �  putting 
them in the immecJiate vicini ty of Croft Bill . 



Preliminary inve s tig2. tions have yielded 96 UFO reports b e tween D ec eRbr 
1953 and Augus t 1974 , -��9.1.��-�� all the phenomena as s o ciated wi th the 1957 
earthquake . 1J1he s e  reports rela te to , a t  the very leas -'c, 155 UI�'Os . In 61 of 
the 96 reports either the whole or part of the fligh t  of the ill'Os o c c urred 
w:_thin 10 mile s  of Crof t I-Iill anc1 2;� within 5 mile s . Key are a s  for UJ/0 a c t­
ivity s eem to be : a )  :Olaby - Wigs ton ]'ields area ; b )  Evington - Humbers tone 
area ; c )  Loughb orouc;h - C oalville area ( i . e .  N Charnwo o c.1 ) ; d) :tiinckley -
Earl Shil ton - Crof t  - E nderby area . Folkloris t Sus an Gre e n  remarks in her 
bo ok " S ele c te cl Legends of Leices tershire" tha t .dinckley is a place " which s e ems 
to have its s hare of gho s ts anc legends . " A characteris tic of I,eJice s ter shire 
UFO s is the regu.lari ty with which s ome aFX�ar over cer tain s ites and the 
length of ti..me s ome stay in s ight . li1or ins tanc e , 'vifigs ton Fields ( 5� mile s  from 

Cro:t Hill ) s eems to be haunted by UFOs to an extraordinary extent . �le c an 
s afely a s sume tha t the reports we refer to here re lre s e nt b ut a fra c tion of 
the to tal UFO ac tivity over Lei c e s tershire . 

'.rhis is no t the pla ce to itemi s e  the s ichtings in too much de tail but we 
I 

will briefly indicate a f ew exampl e s . I:.1 September 1971 an " enormous " disk 
hovered over B illes don for 20 minute s . B ille s d o n  C oplow , we re call , is a 
wo ode d  hill containing a spring and earthworks and it is a ma j or landmark - -­

one of the few on the grea t  Midlands plain, as :do skins ��oint s out . In Sept­
ember 1967 a l o c al UFO re s earch group s pe nt an eveninG on Croft }Ii 11 anc 
ob s erve d a s trange dark shape with lic;hts on i t s  e dge encircle th,� hill . In 
He.y 1971 a Urs . Ro s e  s aw a bright ob j e c t  " as bi::· ;  as a double-de cke:c bus" 
p2 s s  over her car while s he wa s on the Ashby-�-Ii:1ckley road , a few mile s from 
C rcft �Ii1l , aff e c ting elec tri c al e quipment in her vehicle . An 1 1  air ship" was 
s e en hoverin , over iiumbe::::-- s tone in Novembe:;.� 196.5 and a " c igar - s hape" craft was 
s een over the s ame vil-�age in July 196 7 . An ob j e c t  leaving a " trail of sparks 11 

wa s s ee::1 overSW Le ices ter in D e cember 1971 . '.'_1he autumn of 1971 wa s very 
lE:'O a c tive and this particular 0b j e c t  appeared after a ppate 17'f windows 
b::.:eaking inexpli c a\ly 'throughout the c ity .  ·. ' :'he Swanimote C o ur t  area s  anc1 
s ome of the mo o t  s i te s  ( e o g .  Gar tree ) were all " vis ited" by UFO s  a·c s ome 
tirr/� or o ther . And so on -- the lis t c o u.ld be very long ! 

As our inquirie s went fur ther into Leice s ter shire ' s  pas t ,  we di s covered 
evidence s ugges ting that the fau.lt- a.rea of the c ounty can claim to be amongs t 
t�e rr.o s t  remarkable areas in the world for ineJ...rplicable aerial and me teor­
ologic2.l events .. 

On 'l'hurs day , S eptember 7 ,  1659 , Markfiel d ( 9 miles from Crof t Hill) had a 
" drcadf'u.l and mo s t  prodigious 're�pest•9: Sir George B o o th ,  wri ting in tha t 
year s prefaced his ac count of the remarkable events at Markfield by s aying 
that " s ome pla c e s , by the D ivine Providence , are more appropriate for mir­
acle s than o ther s " . He went on to relate that in the afterno on of September 7 
extraordinary fla shes of li,��htning broke from angry clouds for an hoUl'"' but no 
rain fell . Eventually , '' there wa s a mo s t  bla ck � nd dreadfu.l s torm or' hail , and 
ins tead - of hail s tone s  there fell rattline d own from the air halber ts , swor ds , 
and da.;ger s ; which : bei�:1g taken up , were found to be of the s ame nature , and 
to be bego tten of the s ame extremity of cold , as were the ha il- s to ne s ; and af -
tcr a li·ctle time b o th the sight , and the fright the s ight brought with i t ,  
did mely away a t  once . Many o f  t h e  town o f  �.1arkfielc1 , and plac e s  ac1 j a cent , 
were much ama z e d  at this prodigious spe ctacle ; which ,  to increas e their 
wonder , was s e c o nded b r ano ther terrible noi s e  i:1. the air , a s  if tvvo c;reat 
arm:.es had been on theit march • • •  and mus ke t s  o n  b o th s id e s , in repeated 
volleys , did dis charge the ir cholerick errands . D uring this enc o unter , there 
were neheld many prodigious eruptions of f ire , which with gr er1 t violence did 
f:'..y in the air , and , running lower , did tear in pie c e s  many s tro:1r� hous e s , an d 

lo.icl great tre e s  �n the ir backs , which in an ins tant were plucke d up by thei r 
roots � "  ·rhia " fiery tempe s t" finally went off up a hill where it vanishe d .  

All the years b e tween and including 1715-1723 were remarkable , acc ording to 
a 3neps ted vicar , one 1rhomas ,_, e ath . He tells us in his regi s ters 'Jf " unus ual. 
l .. . g�1.ts in the No:Jtthern par ts of the he avens , s ome times inclining to the E a s t ,  

bu·� oftener to the Nes t .  'J.lhey usually a s c ended o r  s truck up t o  the very 
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z enith , in s p iral s treams or columns , s ome ti .ne s in s troll g vibrations or dar tings . 
L. t  f irs t the s e  phenomena s truch great ter:;:or into many }' eople , but the fre quency 
cf them at length made them le s s  frightful ;  the learned pre tended to a c c ount for 
them in the na tural way; but all their hypo t:1e s e s  f e . Ll SCl0rt for tha t fund of 
fire o:t' l ight , -!�h a t  s ui?plied s uch a prodi�;ious quantity of s treains or pillars of 
light a s  fre que:..'1tly a �peare d . 1.C'he :.':irs t appearance we had of them was Harch the 
6th , 1715 ; the fund of which a}pe are f s ome degre e s  above the horiz o n ,  an� s eemed 
to be a _· great hous e on f ire at a dis tanc e . " 'l1he eood vic ar rumina tea elsewhere 
in his �iti�1gs : " I  think , without s uper s tition, and with more pie ty ,  thes e  app­
earance s  may·. be re ckoned. preluo e s  anC'. s iGns of the ap}Jroa ching e nd of the world , 
a:.:1d the 2:eneral conf'la gra tion of all sublunary things ; f or , a c c ording to a very 
ancient trP. c: i tinn , l " ng bef ore our S aviour ' s time , and , as s ome think , as old a s  
the p a  tr iarc�J.B.l age , and which wa s recieved by many o f  the Ancient Father s  o f  the 
Chris tian C hurch with great venera tion and respe c t , the world draws very near 
its enc ; for , ac cording to ·cha t , two or three centuries or more will put a final 
e nd t;g things . :�ve n s o ! Loro J e s us , co:.·le quiclcly ! 11 H.ev . Hea th als o reia.;�ed eJ5.-
alllpl e s  of s trange me teorolo gical events a s s o c ia tea vrith C18 ear th quc ke s  along 
the faul t ,  pol terc;e is t- type fire s an('_ weird ele c trical s torms ( in o-ne of which 
the spire of Shel) She r'. church was s truck by lightning) . 

'Jhile preparing ano writing this s e c tion ( early .c'ebruary 19T1 ) we have b e e n  
-beset by a couple o:i:- coincic1ences 1 In .T anuary i975 and up to the time of -- -:ri ting 

the 1 Leice s ter shire faul t  line ha s b e c mne a c tive aga in � :?e o)le in S toke-on-'I'rent 
ancl the '.l'rentvalley._. generally , a..d ja cent to the c;eologic al ·  faul t ,  have been s uff­
ering f�om ret:su.lar tremor s an(' s tr ange no c�urnal rwnblings from the bm•vels of the 
earth . 1.Che ::':r . C . B . ha s been ac cus ed of dev.ious mining ac tivitie s - ·- a charge the 
board has to tally denie d . ·de under s tand that an unus ual a s pe c t  o'f some of the : , . _  ... 
tremors is tha t a hous e ca:1. be made to rattle ancl shake while the s treet out s ide 
rema ins unmoved . A ''e ountryman who lives in ,J. c o t t.ae;e in the heart of Charnwoo d  
ha s been hearing s ub terranean rumblings for s ome weeks and h� s beeu _ expec ting a 
' quake . Ori S a tm"day , l:,ebruary � '  he found the gla s s  in his greenhous'e shattered 

which he cons i d ered to be a s ure s ign of a c t ivity o n  the part of " the old vol c ano11 
( collo quial for the fau.l t ) . On the next day he found s tone s  from a drys tone wall 
he had built around s ome holly bushe s s ca ttered around . Ano ther countryman from 
..:iewbold Verdo n ,  ne ar Charnwoo d ,  told us tha t a cro s sroads near the villa ge had 
the ground around it" on the move u • One of -the r r- acls le adinc; up to the spo t  is 
" D raeon H.oad" and a pu� called the G·eorge and Dragon once s to o d  at the cros sroads 
but had to b e  pu.lled dow:.1. becaus e  of s ub s idence . Our informant c ou.l c  no t tell us 
whe ther or no t the l ancJ movements were due to mining or the fau.l t .  And , for our 
next c oincidence - on :Prid.ay 24th J anUEry ( 24th again ! ) Andrew Y ork was walking 
in Park Hill Drive ne ar his home in I,e i c e s ter a t  .5 . 2 5 p� .  He no ticed a couple of 
pas s er s-by s tarinc; akyvvard with ama z e d  expre s s ions . Looking up he s aw a l ight 
whi ch " travelled S to N acro s s  the wes tern slcy .. It then s tooC._ s tationary for a 
minute or s o  in the N\V . Light J , red and white , kep t  var�ling in nUiTtber s , s ome time s 
8 of each , s ome time s 1 ,  but the rate of flickering varied . S tanding s till , the 
flicker was s o  sl_�·vv tha t it was almo s t  as thouch the light s  were C'c i s ap�Jearing 
and rea',? .)earing . 1 here we:t·e 2 bright green fla she s from i t ,  then it movec1 off 
very fas t . 11 An orange uiO wa s s ighte c by Lr York on the f ollm'ring ��1onday and the 
ob j e c t  was t�1e s ub je c t  of dis cus s io n  at his l o c al pub tha t evenins . It is diffi­
cml t  no t to draw a conne c tion be-;mveen this Leices ter s hire D1?0 a c tivi ty ancL the 
�rent valley tremors . 

'l'here is a corr·ela tion b e tween a eria:__ phenomena and · che lanC:.s cape . Je clo :::1o t  
put this t o  ·che reader .t .. 1erely a s  a ·the JrJ . We point out that we are n 1 t  drawing 
example s  to su-;rpor t our arr;ument fr om all over the British I s l e s but from o ne are a :  

.;{ . I.e i c e s  ters hire , nr even Charnl!v00 c1  F a r e s  t alone . 0:1.1.e seo c;raphically minute , 
well- d efined ar ea where thi s  correla tion can be shown to be the c a s e . And i t  is an 
area , moreover , that has been cons idere d  l arc;ely d evoic1 of interes t f or ley hunt­
ers and allie d r e s ear chers ! Fau.l t l ine.; meteors ; s acred hill ; ill10S ; old s to ne s ; 
ancient . churches ;  moa t s ; well s ; s p::..--ings ; quart z ;  e;roves ; earthworks ; fireball s ; 
legends ; me teoro:foc;ical phenomena ; fairylore o Here you are . OrthodoK thouc;ht 
will no t a c c ept thi s  correla-tion , despite its obvious reality ,  and tha t is to be 
a c c ep ted . Orthodoxy, by its very na ture , caffiJ.(� t agree to unorthodom: ob servations . 



I t  is therefore b o th illogical and -time-was ting to attemp t  to per s uade orthodox 
mentality of the s e  factor s : orthoc1oxy ea: ··  never be c onvi1ced cf its own sho:"'t­
comings -- it can only be replace d .  ��'ha t is the way it v1us t be . 

( �ro B.C: cor:rriiLED) 

s ays 
JO>:A·J�dA.iJ HOVl 

A pair of f.elirshtfuL,.h.:bt Nouveau· figures s tood at -:�he head of a pos ter aru'1.01X1-
cing a Granc"L Ant-Me trication Garcen l!1e te in the ground of Blackla::J.d.s :-Ious e in 
Calne , ·vliltshire . :J trawberry and cream tea s , Punch and Judy, a s ilver band ,  a 
home produce s tall and a balloon as cent wer e among the attractions promi s e d .  
It all conjueed up images o f  vicars , women ' e ins ti tute.1ladies a:hcl r� tir;d 
c olonels making polite con.�ers ation on s ummer af terno ons ln the " good old 
days" �1h�n Dritai:Ll. s till controlled mos t  of the plane t .  I camped in a field. 
jus t  dov1n the Great Bath J.,_oad anCI easerly awaite(_ the next day (with tonGue 
in cheek) • 

. u. 
" ·.r e hous e belon,ss to old Betjeman ' s claughter , "  s aid the farmer who di s c ov­

ered, · me in my tent the fall owing morning . "They don ' t ha lf ge t up to some 
weird antic s .  I t  wa s on the 'fV las t  night , you k."low, they ' ve go t a thousand 
s trawberry an( cream teas . One of my neighbou±s has had to take his hor s ebox 
over to 'Longlea t to fe tch a camel for ' em'' " • 

· · 'he aftern� Jon c ame and hundrec1s of us trouped down the ctrive dodgine in 
be tween the vavalcade of cars containing the happy familie.s w�e ' d presumably 
all " s_een :ft r'n telly" the night b efore . S ouvenir programme s were thrus t 
before us with , horror of horrors , the price quoted in de cimal currency ! 
S till , nobody would have paid four sh�llings four an e ight-page leaflet would 
they? 'fhe gardens were packed with a motley bunch of chara c ters . '£here w�re 
the inquis itive people of C alne who ' d  tre cke d out from. the town to finL� 
ex..q ctly what the lander:· gentry were up to , the l :>:tlg haired mys tics who ' s  been 
att:t:acted by the magne tism of' :their Guru- in- chief ( you can e;ue s s  who that is ) 
and various " surprise per s onalitie s "  including Richard Harris , D iane C ilento , 
the C olli�te s s  of Suffolk and Berkshir , Lord Oaks e�, and of c our s e  the Longleat 
camel ) ) Leaving the·cC.AMRA tent wit11 a pint of ra ther murky lo 0king liquid I 
ob s erved q ra ·cher well-dre s s ed gentleman with a bleeding no se being thrown 
into the river by a bunch of lo cal lads who , it would ap·,_,ear had c onsume d 
rather too much Ileal A.le . A:J)ai ently he was the owner of the house . I cro s s ed 
the river as quickly as po s s ible by way of a narro-w bridge over which a rather 
harras s e d  lookin� lac1y attemp teo to enfor c e  a one-way sys tem . 

By this time it wa s no longer ne ce s s ary to pay 5p to ge t into the Mys tic 
Book Fair , which was being held in a ra ther poky little room at the s ide of 
the hCluse . � :o s  t people were watching the l ive theatre in which 1' the worm 
B amai ancl his masgots" attempted " to metric ate the virginal Mis s  Foot of 
Maiden C a s tle" so it was at lea s t  p o s s ible to breathe in there .  I chatted 
with the repre se:1tative s of one of the s maller publishing h�us es . !/fe a.is cus s ed 
the " big name s11 of the " Geomancy bus ine s sa and pondered over such outrageous 
quaes tions as the po s s ib ility of Garns tone Pres s  making the bi3 time and 
whether John IJichell seriously thinks tha t Prince Charle s c an be c ol!le a 
Philos opher King . In fac t ,  to rruil.s quo te the wo::·ds of Dedwydd Jone s : n �lho uill 
triumph? The forc e s  of Boredom , Apathy, ;.�ed.io�ri ty, Arrogance or Ignorance'" 
· IJ!he C alne S ilver Band launcehed intn "Remember You ' re A : amble" well before 

the thea tfisal pie c e  had finished and a young woman won the suit from Blade s 

of Sa vile :tow in - the Lucky ;?rogramme Draw . 'l'he hot air balloom Yrent up and an 
A!Ilerican gentleman took a s nap of :Tieel Pen· ··.ick ana. 'l'ony � .�oberts with tl1eir 
res pe ctive ladie s (Donald Cyr? -- E d. )  • . Not exac tly the kinds ef s igns you ' d 
ex_;ect before ·che reawakening of th e Spirit of Albi8 n .  A s  the 
afternoon drew to a clo se it began to s eem more like a wobbly reincarnation 
cf the proverbial sun s e tting on the British EmlJire but it was all good clean 
fun anci I enj oye d it . G-oocl on you John ! 

I 


